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Schiller’'s Dedication Will Be Missed

The Walsh County Historical Museum lost a long-time
volunteer, passionate supporter, former chairman, and pre-
sent curator/manager on November
26, 2002, when Frank Schiller,
Minto, died at the age of 72 from
cancer.

Frank will be remembered by
his many friends and associates as
a man who devoted countless hours
to the development and promotion
of the museum in Minto. He was

Frank bd‘ll“u‘ at muse-
um on August 18, 2002.

instrumental in creating many of
the historical displays in the muse-
um and delighted in leading tours of school students, organ-
izations or individuals who came to the museum. Frank, a

retired farmer, was chosen chairman in 1975 and continued
in that capacity until he became curator/manager in 1993.
The museum was dedicated in July 1976 after being organ-
ized in 1970. Frank began constructing the blacksmith shop
by 1977-78 and the following year worked on main street.
He was a tireless promoter of “Museum Alive” and was
instrumental in the first such event in 1979. In 1994 at
“Museum Alive,” Frank was honored for his unselfish ded-
ication.

Frank and his wife, Phyllis, enjoyed collecting and
looking for antiques and she was his greatest supporter.
Over the years he was always looking for new and innovat-
ing ways to encourage interest in the history of Walsh
County and North Dakota. Frank had dreams and plans for
the county museum in Minto - may they continue.

“Museum Alive” Planned For .Iune 29, 2003

The Walsh County Historical Museum in Minto will
open once again in 2003 with school tours and Sunday
openings. This season’s highlight will be an exciting
Museum Alive including an antique parade.

Museum Alive will be held Sunday, June 29, 2003. The
parade will begin at 1:00 pm and the museum will open at
2:00 p.m. The museum will be host to approximately 10
new attractions since our last Museum Alive in 2000, the
latest being the fire truck display. We are looking forward
to a very exciting, fun-filled day with exhibits for all ages.

The last two seasons have been busy with roof repair.
The main building was in dire need of a new roof and the
south side of the gym needed new siding. Total cost was
approximately $32,000.

This past year we have had two fundraisers to help
defer the repair costs. Last February we had a calendar
draw, and this past fall we had a chili cook-off. These two
events brought in approximately $4,300.

Lone Wolf display at museum.

School and other group tours will begin in May by
appointment. To make an appointment call 248-3840 or
248-3294. Sunday openings will be held every Sunday,
June through August, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

See MUSEUM ALIVE, page 2

~ Centenarians in

Isabel Klave, Minto, age 101, born Oct. 29, 1901, resi-
dent at Lutheran Sunset Home, Grafton.

Lillian Torblaa, Grafton, age 101, born December 25,
1901, resident at Lutheran Sunset Home, Grafton.

Frank Wysocki, age 103, born January 13, 1899, lives
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with his son, Francis, in Minto.

Centenarian deaths: Ingelborg Erickson, Adams, age
102, died January 16, 2002 at Good Samaritan Home, Park
River, and John Hosna, Adams, age 100, died November
27, 2002 at Good Samaritan Home, Park River.
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Fire equipment display area.

The museum now has elected co-curators since the
death of long time president and curator, Frank Schiller.
Frank was instrumental in many aspects of the museum
and truly devoted to its preservation. He will be deeply
missed.

The officers and board members for 2003 are:

Co-Curators/Managers. .. ....... Henry Czapiewski

Kathy Langowski

President . .......... ... ... . ... ... Les Jallo

Vice President. . . .............. Wally Ebertowski

Secretary. . ... June Selseth

THEASUTer ssvsovvsuvesvssasuassvyy Ron Ophaug
Directors:

Chris Misialek
Marlene Swenson
Gloria Koltes
Cindy Johnson

John Gudajtes
Theafil Kilichowski
Kurt Kelly
Tim Nelson

Three garages were moved to the Heritage Village from
Wakeman Ave. There was no charge from FEMA for the
structures but had to pay for moving and new concrete
floors.

Re-cycled black top was placed on the circle road at the
village. There were minor repair and painting jobs done
during the year.

Many events are held in the theatre building at the vil-
lage and is available for rent.

By-Gone Days was held at the Heritage Village on
Sept. 8 with a ham dinner served from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Free
gate with an antique car show, ambulance display, games,
arts and crafts and open house in the buildings. The WW II
Howitzer was dedicated at 2 p.m.

Village Board: C.W. Jacobson, manager
Ray Campbell, chairman

Verna Shereck, Sec.-Treas.

Measure Defeated

On June 11, 2002, county measure one on the primary
election ballot to increase the mill levy from one-quarter
to three-quarters was defeated - 889 yes and 1100 no.
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Activities at Elmwood

The focus this year at Elmwood has been landscaping
and the flower gardens. The addition of Judy Evens to the
Elmwood board resulted in a major riverbank clean up by
20 plus volunteers in early May. Areas of the lawn were
then extended to the river and grass and trees were plant-
ed. The carport (not an original part of the house) was
removed and the east side of the house was developed
into a perennial flower garden. Eleanor Iverson, Morris
Evens, Chad Ruzicka and Judy were the major players in
this project. The flowerpots on the west side were artful-
ly filled and arranged with annuals. By next spring flow-
ers will be blooming along the split rail fence that borders
the road leading to the property.

The house was the scene of 90" birthday parties for
Joyce Nyman in July and Goodrun Adsem in September.
Norman Russum was feted on his 80" in July. In August,
descendents of Ovide Collette gathered at Elmwood for a
wonderful family reunion. A number of bridal showers
were held and many Christmas parties were scheduled for
December.

Heide Retallic, a granddaughter of Luther and Mary
Nancy Williamson, last owners of the home, was married
at Elmwood on September 28". The family gathered for a
rehearsal dinner the evening before. The wedding day
started out cloudy but by late afternoon the sun was shin-
™_ing brightly for the bride and groom on the front porch,
the site of their outdoor wedding.

Elmwood sponsors a Mother’s Day tea, Spencer’s

eddig at Elmwoo.

Spaghetti Supper on Election Day and a Christmas event
the first Saturday in December. A pie social held in early
October was a great success, and has been labeled “first
annual” to be held again next year. Decorating for
Christmas begins mid-November.

All this activity is possible only because of the many
volunteers who generously give their time and talent.
They make it possible for the stately “Old Victorian
Lady” on the banks of the Park River in Grafton, North
Dakota, to continue extending a welcome to the many
who will gather in the second century of her existence.
Come join us!

Jake Jacobson, Sig Jagielski and John Gudajtes present at Uncle
Sig’s picnic at Jugville.

Historical Places

The following sites in Walsh County are listed on the
National Register of Historical Places:

1979  St. Stanislaus Catholic Church, Warsaw

1985  Elmwood - Williamson Home, Grafton

1985  Walsh County Courthouse, Grafton

1989  U.S. Post Office, Grafton

1992 Old Minto School - Museum

1994  Pisek School, Pisek

1994 St. Joseph’s Chapel, Warsaw - Oslo vicinity
1996  State School - Developmental Center, Grafton
1999  Strand Movie Theater, Grafton

2001  State Bank, Edinburg

Others pending.
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MEMIERSHIP

,, NOTICE Life members as well as those who have
already pald Treceive a’packet for renewal - as does
_everyone. Ignore it or better yet, give it to a friend to

by the recipient and retained.

* 'There are two new life members in- 2002 Wally "
| vRuud and Edith Harris for a total of 109.
There are 214 regular and 2 business membershxps

Wollan, A ally Ruud and Am o]lette ’

becom§ a member. The membershlp cards are to be'

Death of Board Member

Warren Wilson, Grafton, age 79, who was serving on
the Heritage Village board died December 9, 2002.

First Secretary Dies

The first secretary of the Walsh County Historical
Society, Judge James O’Keefe, Grafton, died on January
17, 2003, at the age of 72 from cancer. James O’Keefe
was one of the 21 original signers on the articles of incor-
poration in 1967 which were prepared by O’Keefe. He
was also a life member of the Walsh County Historical
Society.
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2002 Historical
Society Summary

The annual meeting was held January 27 at Heritage
Village.

April 28 meeting at Heritage Village.

Picnic at Sig Jagielski Jugville on August 11.

Final meeting for the year on October 27 at Heritage
Village.

Many special meetings held the first half of the year

TIME TO RENEW 2003 MEMBERSHIPS

We would appreciate it very much if you would take a few
minutes of your time to mail your annual dues. We are enclosing
your membership card for 2003.

ANNUAL REGULAR DUES....... PER PERSON $5.00
ANNUALBUSINESS ......cciviiinieneennnn. $10.00
LIFEMEMBERSHIP.........cccciiiivannes $100.00

Your support helps sustain our Society.

Ora Marie Stewart
Membership Chairperson
Walsh County Historical Society
131 Prospect, Grafton, ND 58237
Editor - Lorraine Paulson

2002 OFFICERS AND BOARD
President ................. .. .. ... ... John Gudajtes
VicePresident ......................... Jean Bodmer
Treasurer .............ooiiiiiiinan Marian Hajicek
Recording Secretary ..................... Rae Desautel
Corresponding Secretary/Newsletter . . . . .. Lorraine Paulson
Membership . ...................... Ora Marie Stewart
ExOfficio ............ ..o i Chris Misialek

BOARD

Gordon Bracken, Maureen Setness, Paul Westby (left county,

Leo Feltman, Paul Ensrude, Charles Wilson and Jim Kjelland.
NEW DIRECTORS FOR 2003

Les Jallo, Delaine Peoples and Gordon Bracken (re-elected)

replaced by Leona Walstad), Gloria Koltes, Frances Seeba,(' }




